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By Marty Sabota 

OF THE TIMES HERALD STAFF 

By more than a 3-to-l margin, callers 
to the Dallas Times Herald’s Sound-Off 
Poll favored allowing director Oliver 
Stone to use the sixth floor of the former 
Texas School Book Depository for his 
film about the Kennedy assassination. 
The results lead at least one expert to 
suggest that Dallas residents — if not 
their elected officials — may be coming 
to terms with the city’s most tragic 
event. 

Of the 1,139 who participated in the 
unscientific poll, 861 voted in favor of 
granting Stone access — with some say- 


ing it’s time to heal the wounds of the 
past — while 278 opposed its use — sev- 
eral of whom called it crass, commercial 
exploitation. 

Lynn Fallows voted yes, saying the 
sixth floor — now a 9,000-square-foot 
museum site — is public domain and 
that Stone is not only bringing history to 
public light, he is bringing money to the 
area. 

“I’m sure he [Stone] is not going to use 
it in a detrimental way,” said the 38- 
year-old Plano woman. “It’s not like he’s 
going to deface it.” 

But F.B. Thomas^ 69, of Dallas said he 
does not believe the Warren Commis- 


sion’s findings that Lee Harvey Oswald, 
acting alone, shot President. John, fe 
Kennedy and thinks a movie about the 
assassination would propagate a lie.:c « 
Last week, Dallas County commission- 
ers decided for the third time .in as many 
weeks not to let Stone use the so-called 
sixth floor sniper’s perch. Stone’s crew 
has been allowed access to. the rest of 
the building at 411 Elm St. and currently 
is restoring it to -the, ..way it appeared 
Nov. 22, 1963 — thfetfBay Oswald fired 
the fatal shots at JFK’s motorcade. 

James Pennebaker, a professor of psy- 
chology at Southern Methodist Universi- 
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SOUND-OFF RESULTS 


The Times Herald received 1,139 
- responses to Sunday's Sound»Off . 
telephone survey, whlclr asked : 
the question: Should Oliver Stone be* •*> 
allowed to use the sixth floojr of thetprmer 


Texas School Book Depository to film his t . 
movie on JFK? ^ : — 



The Sound-Off Poll is not scientific but 
serves as an informal measure of the 
intensity of feelings on an issue. 
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ty, said Sunday the results may 
indicate the city finally is coming 
to grips with the incident. 

“In general, Dallas residents 
have come to accept and even re- 
spect The Sixth Floor exhibit,” 
said the author of “Opening Up,” 
which discusses how communi- 
ties and individuals cope with 
trauma, and addresses the assas- 
sination and the building of The 
Sixth Floor exhibit. 

Still, he said he sees why re- 
creating the event is upsetting 
some people. 

Pennebaker said he believes 
many of those who oppose the 
director’s bid are old enough to 
remember the tragedy and lived 
in Dallas at the time. 

“Our research shows that per- 


sons who have come to terms the 
most were not alive or not in 
Dallas at the time,” he said. How- 
ever, he said he has ' noticed 
among all groups “a softening of 
attitudes about the sixth floor.” 

The Dallas County Historical 
Foundation in a 5-4 vote March 
20 agreed to give Stone limited 
access to the sixth floor, but the 
commission chose not to accept 
what was basically the board’s 1 
suggestion to the county, said 
foundation executive director 
Bob Hays. 

Hays said Sunday he was not 
surprised that calls were running 
overwhelmingly in favor of 
Stone’s use of the sixth floor.. 

“I think there probably are 
several reasons,” he said. “One is 
that people in Dallas tend to be 
accommodating and hospitable to 
begin with. Another is that ‘ I 
think in general people are in fa- 
vor of greater openness around 
this' particular subject.” 
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